
 

 

East Jessamine High School 
SBDM Minutes 

Monday, May 2, 2011 
 
 

 Welcome and roll check—4:15 PM—all members present 
o Janet Granada, Principal  
o Jolene Jaquet, Teacher  
o Carol Hill, Teacher                                   
o Michele Beach, Teacher  
o Doug Fain, parent of Haleigh-9th  
o Thomasina Prewitt, parent of David-11th  

 
 Approval of minutes from last meeting (approved as presented) 

 
 Audience requests to address council 

 
o Student(s) with prom attendance requests—Two students and the 

parent/guardian of each appeared individually before council 
regarding the requirement that in order to attend prom, students 
must not be considered truant (9 or more unexcused absences).  One 
young lady, a senior, had 9 unexcused absences.  Guardian discussed 
reasons for absences.  Upon examination of the student’s attendance 
records, it was noted that during the spring, she had two full days’ 
absences that were unexcused with a parent note (she already had 
used her 4 parent notes) and two partial days where she signed out 
about noon that were excused by a parent note.  Janet pointed out that 
if the whole days had been excused and the half days unexcused, the 
young lady would have been within the less than nine days policy.   
Council approved her attendance. The second young lady was a 
sophomore with numerous, several excused days, and around 20 
unexcused days.  Due to a situation with her assignment from CO to 
home-hospital, Karyn Turner went in and excused 5 days to make up 
for the HH delay, leaving 15 days unexcused.  Of the 15 unexcused 
absences, she had 6 of those that were unexcused doctor notes, where 
she just forgot to bring in her doctor notes until months later.  Had she 
brought those in or gotten notes for the other days (she said she 
sometimes forgot to get a note from the doctor), she would have been 
well within the limit.  Her lack of responsibility in getting notes in was 
the reason she was in this situation; she had control of the timely 
return of the doctor excuses.  Her request was denied. 

o Council was asked to serve as the judges for “Graduation Idol.”  There 
were two students who auditioned to sing at graduation.  Both were 
excellent and council would have liked to have taken both, but with 
our largest graduation class ever, time will be a factor, so only one can 



 

 

sing.  Council selected Dylan Harrison to sing at graduation and asked 
that Kayla Peyton sing at Baccalaureate.  

 
 Principal’s report 

 
o Attendance:  Attendance for month 8  (April) was 91.04%.  The yearly 

attendance to this point is 91.94%, with 
 Freshmen 91.6 2% 
 Sophomores 92.62% 
 Juniors 92.35% 
 Seniors 91.04% 

o Overview of KCCT testing –Testing was accomplished in two days this 
year. Sophomores took their reading tests in upstairs classrooms on 
Tuesday.  Juniors tested whole group in the gym for two days in a 
manner similar to ACT testing.   The original plan was math on 
Tuesday and science/social studies on Wednesday.  Tuesday’s math 
went well, but severe weather and thunderstorm warning alerts prior 
to the start Wednesday morning created such a disruption that those 
tests were moved to Thursday.   The students seemed to take the tests 
in a serious manner.  Daniel  Zeitz is finishing up make-up tests (about 
a dozen) this week. 

o Master schedule update (John Lyons)—the master schedule is still in 
draft form until John meets with Morehead this week to finalize the 
dual credit plans.  Once those are in place, the other puzzle pieces will 
be entered and a draft schedule supplied. 

o NxGL update—We have asked KDE to allow the freshmen to come to 
school on Tuesday, August 9, all other grades to come on Wednesday, 
August 10, and then all students on Thursday, August 11.  The early 
freshman day would give them a day to have a more personalized 
introduction to high school with a mini-schedule, sessions with 
various school leaders, a cookout lunch (that JCTC has made an offer 
to help with), perhaps t-shirts, and some fun, team building activities.  
Janet mentioned that Joe is working on a freshman advisory and the 
kids would learn their advisory groups.  There is also some talk of 
advisories taking on a service-learning project for the year.  Jolene 
questioned why we did not set up a 30-40 minute advisory period for 
all students.  This could be used of remediation for students in need 
(so they aren’t pulled out during the year), enrichment for others, 
computer time, make-up quiz times, etc. on some days.  Make the time 
work to include any and all of those activities.  If we are to reinvent 
school, we need to look at use of time in a different way.  It was also 
brought up that the four week re-shuffling of kids according to need 
would require teacher time to analyze summatives and adjust class 
membership as needed for the next rotation.  We are not bound to 
seat time, but are focusing on standards.  The suggestion that the day 
following the summatives be a partial day for students which could be 



 

 

used for JCTC clubs to meet, homerooms to work on service projects, 
ILP completion, or a make-up day for students missing 4 week 
summative--with the afternoon dedicated to scoring, analyzing, 
grouping for next 4 week session. 

o Summer work on building—this summer we are scheduled to be 
painted as well as have our roof replaced.  Everyone should return to 
a leak-free, newly painted school. 

o Les Miserables upcoming production. 
o SBDM voting reminder-- Elections for new council members will be 

held in May (19, 20, 22) during the school play.  New council will 
convene in early August.  PTSCO is conducting the election process.   

o The teacher elections will be held during the last two weeks in May. 
o Teacher Appreciation Luncheon will be Thursday, May 5, sponsored 

by the PTSCO. 
 

 Old business 
o Writing Policy—The writing policy was officially adopted and number 

as 08.12. 
 
 New business 

o Biology credit proposal—The science department is putting this on 
hold pending the results of the biology summative at the end of next 
school year.  Data will be collected to examine results and then 
compare attainment in the varied biology themed courses.  If a major 
discrepancy is found, they will be proposing that students’ biology 
credit come from in-house Biology I so that all standards can be 
covered.  Other forms of biology could count as electives in their 
pathways. 

o JCTC drivers—Teacher council members brought up the frustration 
that students driving to and from JCTC tend to wander in later than 
the bus students and often have a soft drink or fast food bag in hand.  
They are asking consideration be given to having no students drive to 
JCTC with the exception of 5th period.  Besides the frequent breaks in 
instruction caused by drivers wandering in later that the bus riders, 
they also expressed concern that students are driving with friends in 
their cars and the potential for accidents increasing.  They will 
support the administration if that decision is made. 

 
 Commendations 

o Brittany Moore—1st place CSI team @ the SkillsUSA  state 
competition.  Her three-member team will move on to national 
competition in June. 

o Joey Mau for a successful Air Band two-day show. 
o Sophomores and juniors—great job testing! 



 

 

o Daniel Zeitz—new testing guru!  ACT and KCCT testing was very well 
organized and completed in the least disruptive way possible. 

o All teachers and students for taking Wednesday’s tornado warnings in 
a calm manner.  Students, thank you for remaining reasonably quiet in 
the hallways during these warnings. 

o Dylan and Kayla for their auditions—great voices! 
o Billy King for conducting RAD classes for students, staff, and 

community. 
o PTSCO for coordinating the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon on 

Wednesday and for running the SBDM elections. 
o Jennifer White and her literacy team for EJHS being selected as one of 

two schools and the only high school for the upcoming Content 
Literacy Showcase. 

o The counselors and their staff for working on getting students 
scheduled for the upcoming school year. 

o John Lyons—the upcoming schedule requires massive amounts of 
time to configure.  Thank you! 

o Jolene, Michele, Carol, Doug, and Thomasina for giving up two hours 
monthly to listen and help guide the students and program at East 
High.  In every decision, you took into account what was best for our 
students. 

 
 Next meeting—this is the final meeting of the 2010-2011 EJHS SBDM 

council. Thanks to all members for their year of service. 
 

 Dismissal at 6:20 PM on motion by Carol Hill; second by Jolene Jaquet. 
 

 

 


