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I know that thanksgiving is in November, but this month 

we are celebrating a little early.  eJMS has a lot to be 

grateful for this month, and I’m excited to share our news 

with you!

I’m going to begin with our winning the high Attendance 

Day for secondary schools on September 18th.  We had 

96.3% attendance and beat all the other secondary schools 

for the first time in many years!  We also won the High 

Attendance Flag for our attendance in the first month of 

school!  We are also glad to have been voted the “Best 

Middle School” in the Jessamine Journal Reader’s Choice 

Award! We are thankful for parents and guardians that make 

sure school is a priority.  

the scores for last year are out and we are progressing!  We 

grew in the four categories of achievement, gap growth, and 

college/career readiness!

In order to help promote college & career readiness, we are 

introducing a “College Word of the Day”.  Please remember 

to ask your student what the word is and have them use it in 

a sentence or for an example.  I think you’ll be impressed!

Dates to remember:

October 13-17 – Fall Break

October 20 –  SBDM at 6:00pm

                            PtO at 7:00pm

                            YSC Advisory Board at 4:00pm

October 23 –  School pictures

October 24 –  Report Cards Come home

 hollywood Style dance from 6:00 - 
8:00pm  Admission is $3.50

October 28 –  Leadership Luncheon 1:30pm (invitations 
will be sent out by Oct. 23)

 Jr. Chef Camp-halloween Fun from  
4-6pm

October 30 –  Kona  Ice

November 4 –  No School – election Day 

November 11 –  Veteran’s Day Assembly

November 13 –  Family Movie night!  6-8:00pm  three 
thanksgiving baskets to be given away!

November 14 -  PtO sponsored dance “Keep Calm and 
Neon On” from  6-8:00pm

Follow EJMS on 
Twitter at: EJMS@
ejmsjaguarville

To sign-up for text message 
announcements:



by Kathy T. Fields

National School Bus Safety Week will be observed across 
the country this October 20-24, providing a wonderful 
opportunity to remind each of us of the importance of 
vigilance when it comes to keeping kids safe in and around 
school buses.  The big yellow buses that herald the start 
and end of each school day transport an average of  5,000 
students in Jessamine County, traveling a collective 6,500 
miles on a daily basis.  Our buses are part of the largest mass 
transportation fleet in the country, as approximately 475,000 
school buses carry 25 million children-more than half of 
America’s school children –each day.  

The National Academy of 
Sciences and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation agree that school buses 
are the safest form of transportation 
for getting children to and from 
school.  The school bus is 13 times 
safer than other non-commercial 
vehicles, including the family car 
(Transportation Research Board, 2002.)  
Safety features including the color 
and size of the bus, reinforced sides, 
flashing lights, cross view mirrors, and 
crossing and stop sign arms ensure that 
children are protected and secure on, as well as while getting 
on and off, the bus.  

Additional advancements in technology enable us to make 
your child’s ride to and from school as safe, comfortable, and 
efficient as possible.  TransFinder, a tool that helps families 
locate bus routing information including bus numbers and 
pick-up/drop-off times, can be accessed on the district 
website, www.jessamine.kyschools.us.  Many of our buses 
are also equipped with a digital video system, enhancing 
bus security, discouraging vandalism, and assisting with the 
resolution of disciplinary issues.  

We also rely on you to help us keep kids safe on and 
near the school bus.  This year’s safety theme, “At my 
Stop, you Stop”, serves as a reminder to other drivers to 
obey bus warning lights and signage.  State law requires 

that on a roadway with less than four lanes, all traffic in 
both directions must come to a halt while a school bus is 
stopped with the stop arm extended and wait until the sign 
is withdrawn and the bus begins moving before motorists 
move their vehicles.  

It’s also important to teach your child to take particular 
care in the “Safety Zone”.  This zone- ten feet in front of the 
bus, ten feet on both sides, and the area behind the bus—is 
where children are in the most danger of not being seen by 
the driver.  Also remind your child to stand at least 6 feet 

from the edge of the road while waiting 
for the bus, to check both ways for 
cars before stepping off the bus and to 
always cross in front of the bus, not 
behind it.  

While our modern buses and 
technological tools are important, 
Jessamine County’s dedicated team of 
150 transportation professionals are the 
ones who make the biggest difference, 
with a daily commitment to keeping 
your child safe while traveling to and 
from school.  All school bus drivers 
must obtain a Commercial Driver’s 

License (CDL).  Once they have a license, drivers receive 
specialized classroom and behind-the-wheel training in 
student loading/unloading procedures, student evacuation, 
student behavior management, and emergency medical 
procedures. In addition, all school bus drivers are required 
to participate in pre-employment and random drug and 
alcohol testing, undergo frequent driving record checks and 
pass annual medical exams to ensure that they are physically 
qualified to drive a school bus. 

Jessamine Schools’ bus drivers, monitors, driver trainers, 
mechanics, dispatchers and administrative employees all 
work together to deliver students to school and back home 
safely each day.  I hope that you will join us as we salute our 
transportation professionals for all that they do to protect 
and care for our students.

At my Stop, you Stop!

While our modern buses and 
technological tools are important, 
Jessamine County’s dedicated 
team of 150 transportation 
professionals are the ones who 
make the biggest difference, with 
a daily commitment to keeping 
your child safe while traveling to 
and from school.


